Dr Korczak ‘s
Lighting

Dr K example is usually performed using a minimalist set this means that the use of lighting becomes even more important to establish atmosphere and location.
There are no lighting cues mentioned in the play that means we can use our imagination to help us could use.
Look at the following scenes and match them with the lighting
	Scene


	
	

	Scene 1

The playground a very hot summer
	
	Bright light, straw coloured gel.

	Scene 2
The office
	
	Gobo representing stain glass window. Gobo representing tree branches.



	Scene 6
The Boys dormitory
	
	Cold blue lighting, shadows to represent the over present threat of the Nazis

	Scene 18
The church
	
	Cold blue light Use of window Gobo.

	Scene 25
The empty orphanage
	
	Candle light with sufficient use of lighting to provide stage cover.



Costume
The play was originally written to be performed by 3 actors.

When thinking about costume you need to consider the following points.

Period: 
The play is set in 1942.  
Are you going to use a cast of three and multi-role? 
Are you going to use a larger cast and use actors to represent all of the characters?

Costume: 

Adzio might wear three quarter black trousers, quite worn with some patches to show his poverty, a white shirt with the sleeves rolled up suggesting he is ready for action, red waistcoat black boots, and well -worn string instead of laces, black cap.

Dr Korczak would wear a suit, possibly black. Although it would show signs of wear and tear it would be neat and tidy. Dr Korczak shoes would be highly polished, as he is a proud man. He would wear a clean white shirt, perhaps worn at the collar. A black waistcoat and a blue tie. He would always wear a hat in the scenes that take place outside, as this was the custom of the day. He would wear small round spectacles. His costume would show a formality and suggest a figure of authority 

Stephanie would wear a blue skirt, below her knee. As it is summer she would wear a white cotton blouse possibly with puff selves. She would also wear black boot type shoes and white ankle socks. She would wear a hat for the outdoor scenes, perhaps a beret. She would look neat and tidy in spite of poor conditions after all she is also a figure of authority within the orphanage.

All the characters, apart from the Nazis would wear yellow armbands. This not only sets the period of the play, but also is obviously highly symbolic.
Makeup: 
You might use makeup to suggest that the children, in spite of Dr Kor, best efforts, are pale and underfed. You would also use makeup to show Adzios beatings in scene4

If you are going to use the original idea of three actors you need to consider how the characters would quickly change from one role to another.

EG

Scene 16; Characters involved Adzio, Stephanie, and Musician

Scene 17; Characters involved Dr Korczak 

Scene 18: Characters involved Adzio, Stephanie and Priest.

The actor playing the role of Dr Korczak would also have to play the role of the musician and the Priest. How could you differentiate using costumes between the three characters and also keep the action of the play flowing?

Ideas

You could use coats and hats positioned on a coat stand. A blue overcoat and hat for the musician. Black robes for the priest.

Easy and quick for the actor to put on!

You could place the costumes in an open suitcase or a dressing up box. These ideas would tie in with the distancing devices, which are integral to the style of the play.

Pair work

Look at scenes 19 and 20. Think of some staging costume solutions, which allow the three actors to change from Stephanie, Adzio and Dr KORCZAK to Actress, Officer and Cerniakov.

Tip

Don’t forget the dolls are an integral part of the play and also need costumes. 
1. Think of a suitable costume for the dolls playing the part of the Nazi soldiers in scene one.

2. Think about the period of the play, garments and colour, and what your costume tells the audience about the character.
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